
TYPES OF TENANCIES 



Types of Tenancies 
This leaflet gives you information about: 

• The legal status of your tenancy

• The security of your tenancy

• How your tenancy can be ended

• The succession to your tenancy  

• Sub-letting and lodgers

There two main types of tenancies available to
our residents. 

You have a SECURE TENANCY if: 

You became a tenant before 15 January 1989
(unless you live in a shared flat for single people);

Or

You have inherited your tenancy from a Secure
Tenant

Or

You exchanged with a Secure Tenant.

You have an ASSURED TENANCY if:

You became a tenant after 15 January 1989; 

Or

You inherited your tenancy from an Assured Tenant

Or

You exchanged with an Assured Tenant (unless
you previously held a Secure Tenancy with TVH)

If you have a Secure Tenancy you may have the
Right to Buy (RTB) your property.  If you have an
Assured Tenancy, you do not have the Right to
Buy the property, but you may have the Right to
Acquire (RTA).  For more information, please
contact the Customer Service Centre on 
0800 358 7767 (option 3).  

You can be a JOINT Tenant with either a Secure
Tenancy or an Assured Tenancy.

This is where two or more adults sign the tenancy
agreement and are equally responsible for
paying the rent and service charges. 

If one tenant moves out, both tenants are still
responsible for any arrears, unless there has 
been an assignment.  Each Joint Tenant is
responsible for making sure the Tenancy
Agreement is not breached. 
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Probationary Tenancies
All new Thames Valley Housing tenants are given
probationary tenancies. Probationary tenancies
are Assured Shorthold Tenancies which last for a
12 month period. Provided you have kept to your
conditions of tenancy your Assured Shorthold
Tenancy will be converted to an Assured Tenancy
after 12 months. 

Where there have been breaches of the tenancy
agreement, for example anti-social behaviour or
rent arrears, we may extend the probationary
tenancy. In the case of a serious breach of
tenancy, we will take action to end the tenancy. 

Security of Tenure
This means the length of time you can stay in your
home.  Under most tenancies you can live there
as long as you wish if you keep to the terms of
your agreement.

Exceptions include residents who have a
probationary or assured shorthold tenancy.  This
would have been clearly pointed out at the start
of your tenancy.

Succession to tenancy
Your partner, husband or wife, or another family
member who has been living with you, may be
able to inherit your tenancy in the event of 
your death.

This does not apply if you inherited the tenancy, or
if it was assigned to you. Please read the leaflet
‘Moving On’ for more information about this.
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Eviction
Your tenancy may be ended if you break the
terms of your agreement as set out in the
tenancy agreement.

We will follow these steps: 

1) We will contact you about the breach of your
tenancy

2) We will warn you that we will take legal
proceedings if there is not a positive change to
the situation.  This is known as serving ‘Notice of
Seeking Possession’

3) If there is no improvement we will apply to the
County Court for a Possession Order.  We will
have to prove to the Court that you have failed
to meet the terms of your tenancy

4) The Court will usually grant us an Order for
Possession as long as we prove the breach and
the court feels the breach is serious enough to
warrant eviction

5) We will end your tenancy

If you are experiencing financial difficulties please
read the leaflet ‘Rent and Benefits’.

Sub-letting and Lodgers
Sub-letting
This is when you formally rent part of your home to
someone else.  You need our written consent, but
we will only refuse if there is a good reason, such
as overcrowding.

You must remain resident at the property.  You
cannot sub-let your entire home.  You are
responsible for the behaviour of anyone living in
your home. Action will be taken against you, if they
cause a nuisance.

This does not apply if you are a leaseholder and
own your home.  

Lodgers
This is a less formal arrangement, but may involve
payment of rent.

You need to inform us if you are planning to have
a lodger so that we can check the property will
not be overcrowded.  

For both sub-letting and lodgers, we will need: 



Buying your home
You may have the right to purchase your home
either under Right to Buy, or Right to Acquire
Legislation.   

You may also be able to buy your home under the
Social HomeBuy scheme.  

For more information about options for buying your
home see our leaflet ‘Moving On’

• The name, age and gender of the person sub-
letting

• Which part of the home they are living in

• To see details of the contract you agree with the
person

You do not have the right to transfer your tenancy
to someone else without our formal consent.  

NB The additional income you receive from sub-
letting or your lodger may affect any housing or
other benefits you are receiving. Please check
with your Housing Benefit office.  
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